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any one present on that occasion off Santiago was                 of

information reliably acquired of the presence of the Spanish
fleet and did not do his utmost to inform his superior officer,
he violated his duty.

If the commanders of these scouts were so sure of the situa-
tion of the Spanish fleet on May 26, 1898,. as they testified be-
fore the inquiry in 1901, it is simply inconceivable that they
should have failed to communicate this information during the
twenty-four hours the squadron was within easy signal distance.

If the commanders of these scouts knew on May 26, 1898,
from department telegrams, that Cervera's fleet was in Santiago,
as they claimed to have known when testifying before the inquiry
three years afterwards, then it is simply astounding that this
information should have been withheld. But, as the department
itself wras uncertain at the time, it is not easy to understand
how any definite information could have been sent from it of
Cervera's actual whereabouts.

It is most fortunate for these officers that the facts testified
to before the inquiry in 1901 were not known to the commander
of the Flying Squadron in May, 1898.

Happily, however, on May 29, 1898, three days afterwards,
one of these officers, in a letter to the secretary from Nicholas
Mole, where he had been sent to report the Flying Squadron's
discovery of the Spanish fleet in Santiago, wrote that "this
morning, while in towards the coast, after chasing, I saw the
smoke of quite a number of vessels to the westward, and I at
once made for the Santiago entrance, believing it possible that
the strangers were the Spanish squadron approaching that port"!

This officer, in a letter dated February 24, 1899, volunteered
to the department, by reason of a letter written to the Senate
by the commander of the Flying Squadron, says "that every
officer on board the St. Paul knew that I believed Cervera to
be in Santiago (meaning on May 26th)."

How all these statements can be made to agree must be puz-
zling. If the captain believed that the Spanish ships were in
port on May 26, 1898, how could it be possible on May 29, 1898,
three days afterwards, that he thought the ships of this squadron
were outside "approaching that port"! Or, how is it possible
to explain his letter of May 26, 1898, in which there is the state-or the Minneapolis
